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The study of ancient and medieval architecture is not the exclusive preserve of the art
historian and the archaeologist, however important their contributions may be. Build-
ings provide the most tangible and concrete legacy of a past civilization. (a) They

]

are historical “documents,” no less so than written documents; in some cases they

even speak with a clearer voice than the written word. This, I believe, is true of every
period, but it is particularly applicable to the Byzantine. The reason for this is that
the written records of Byzantine civilization, plentiful as they are, exhibit a curious
opacity. They speak in clichés and seldom come down to the particular. They tell us
a great deal about the nature of Christ and very little about the facts of everyday life.
If we ask a simple question such as, “What was the nature of a provincial Byzantine
town in the tenth century?” it is almost impossible to obtain an adequate answer from
written records. It is here that the study of architecture comes to our aid. It can show
us what kinds of buildings were erected and what kinds were not (the negative aspect
is, I think, as revealing as the positive); how big they were; what materials were avail-
able and what was the level of technology; finally, by paying attention to the forms, we
can detect the presence or absence of innovative trends and of foreign influences.
(C. Mango, Byzantine Architecture, & DIRH)

XHRICE T BHEFEDER

tangible: 1. perceptible by touch/ 2. clear and definite

opacity: the condition of lacking transparency or translucence

cliché: 1. a phrase or opinion that is overused and betrays a lack of original thought/ 2.

a stereotype or electrotype
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